
RESOLUTION NO. 2016-16

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF FRESNO, CALIFORNIA, DESIGNATING THE EDWIN
C. SMITH/DR. K.J. STANIFORD HOME AND LEWIS
INSURANCE AGENCY OFFICE LOCATED 4T.431 AND
437 E. OLIVE AVENUE, CALIFORNIA TO THE LOCAL
REGISTER OF HISTORIC RESOURCES

WHEREAS, the parcel located on the northwest corner of E. Olive and Roosevelt

Avenues in Fresno's Tower District includes three buildings, a single-family residence

(used also as a tea room), a garage and former insurance office building;

WHEREAS, the one to two story Afts and Crafts style home was constructed in

1915 and is architecturally distinct, in part due to its complex plan, its orientation to the

street corner and to the bow roof on the south bay;

WHEREAS, the first owner of the home, Edwin C. Smith, sold the propefi in

1921 to Dr. Kenneth J. Staniford and his wife Mary Elizabeth Hixson;

WHEREAS, both Kenneth and Mary Staniford were Fresno natives and lived in

the home through 1947;

WHEREAS, Dr. Staniford graduated in 1911 from Cooper Medical College (now

the medical department at Stanford University) and in 1913 was elected a member of

the Fresno County Health Board;

WHEREAS, the Stanifords sold the home with its detached carriage

house/garage circa 1946 to Nellie Lewis who purchased the home for her son, Besley

Arnet Lewis and his wife June Stockton Lewis;

DateAdopted: 0112812016

Date Approved: 0210812016
EffectiveDate: 02t08t2016
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WHEREAS, the modest streamline moderne former office building on the parcel

was initially constructed in 1946 for the Lewis' insurance and real estate business;

WHEREAS, the property owner, Angelita Rivera, suppods the designation of the

buildings to Fresno's Local Official Register of Historic Resources;

WHEREAS, the City of Fresno Historic Preservation Commission, at a duly

noticed public hearing held on December 21, 2015, heard testimony on the subject

property;

WHEREAS, based on that testimony, and the presentation of facts relating to the

criteria for otficial designation, as set forth in the Fresno Municipal Code, Chapter 12,

Article 16, made the following findings;

That the Edwin C. Smith/Dr. K.J. Staniford and Lewis
lnsurance Agency Office meet the criteria set out in Article
16, Chapter 12, Section '12-'1607 (a) of the Fresno
Municipal Code; and are eligible for listing on Fresno's
Local Register of Historic Resources; and be
recommended to the Fresno City Council for adoption as a
Local Resource; and whereas in accordance with Fresno
Municipal Code, Article 16 Section 12-1601 et seq' this
hearing has been duly noticed for Council action upon the
designation recommended by the Commission; and

WHEREAS, on January 28,2016, Council held a hearing where it considered the

recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission, and considered substantial

evidence, including but not limited to, staff presentation, a repod prepared by staff

addressing the property's eligibility to the Local Register, a Primary Record (.PR") and a

Building, Structure and Object Record ('BSOR") prepared by the City's Historic

Preservation Specialist (as defined in FMC S 12-1604(b)) finding that the propefty met

the Historic Resource eligibility requirements for criteria i, ii and iii to subdivision 12-

1607(a)(1).
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Fresno as

follows:

1. Council finds that the above recitals are true and correct.

2. Council finds that the Edwin C. Smith/Dr, K.J, Staniford and Lewis

lnsurance Agency Office are eligible for listing under criteria i, ii and iii of Fresno

Municipal Code, subdivision 12-16O7(a)(1) based upon the evidence presented to

Council in the staff presentation, statf report, the PR and the BSOR.

g. Council designates the Edwin C, Smith/Dr. K.J. Staniford and Lewis

lnsurance Agency Office a Historic Resource to the Local Register of Historic

Resources.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) ss.
crTY oF FRESNO )

l, YVONNE SPENCE, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the foregoing

resolution was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, at a regular meeting held

on the 28th day of January , 2016.

AYES
NOES
ABSENT : None
ABSTAIN : None

Mayor Approval:
Mayor Approval/No Fleturn:
Mayor Veto:
Council Override Vote:

APPROVED

Baines, Brand, Brandau, Olivier, Quintero, Soria, Caprioglio
None

Februarv 8th ,2016
N/A ,2016

.2016
N/A _,2016

YVONNE SPEN.ICE, CMC
City Clerk

Senior Deputy City Attorney 3of3
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State of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Pl. Resource Name: The Edwin C. Smith/ Dr, K.J. Staniford Home and Lewis lnsurance Agency Office
*P2. Location: *a. Gounty: Fresno

*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Fresno North T133 R20E
c. Address:431 and 497 E. Olive Avenue
d. Assessor's Parcel Number: 451-253-12

*P3a. Description: Three buildings are located on this .38 acre corner parcel: an Arts and Crafts style
residence, an original carriage house/garage and a one story former insurance office built for one of the
former owners.

Residence: The home is a combination one and two stor¡es, is wood framed and clad in wood horizontal
drop siding. lt has an irregular plan with the front entrance off-set and facing the corner of E, Olive and
Roosevelt Avenues. The multiple roof planes are cross gabled with the exception of a bow roof on the
single story bay on the south façade. The single French front door has ten lights with wood muntins and is
framed by matching sidelights. A simple end gabled porch hood is supported by decorative knee braces.
To the southwest of the front enlrance is the one story bay which has a double set of French doors which
replicate the pattern of the front door. Two sets of casements windows are located to the south of these
French doors. These windows, as w¡th many others in the home, have a distinctive pattern (see photos,
continuation sheet), A brick chimney with indented decorative pattern is located on the south end of this
bay. (continued)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP2 (Single family residence), HP4 (garage), HP6 (1 story commercial building)
*P4. Resources Present: oBuilding

PSb Photo date: 31 August
2009

*P6. Date Constructed/Age
and Sources: 1915,
Metroscan; depicted on 191 9
Sanborn Map.

rP7. Owner and Address:
Angelita Rivera
437 E, Olive Avenue
Fresno, CA 93728

*P8. Recorded by: Karana
Hattersley-Drayton, M.A.
Historic Preservation Project
Manager, City of Fresno

*P9. Date Recorded:5
November 2015

*Pl0. Survey Type: lntensive

*Pl1. Report Citation: "Evaluation ol 437 E. Olive (and 431 E. Olive) for the Local Register of Hístoric Resources."

*Attachments: r Building, Structure and Object Bepod; oContinuation Sheet

DPR 623A (tls6l +Requlred lnformatlon



State of Callfornla -The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD

Pl. Resource Name: Lewis lnsurance Company Offíce
*P2. Location: *a. County: Fresno

*b. USGS 7.5'Quad: Fresno North T13S R20E
c. Address: 431 E. Olive
d. Assessor's Parcel Number: 45'l-259-12

tP3a. Description: This one story commercial building has a rectangular plan and ¡s constructed of pumice
blocks clad with a stucco coating. lt sits on a raised foundation. The former insurance company office is
designed in a simple streamline moderne with rounded corners and a painted built up cement coping at the
cornice. The double glass and wood doors are centrally placed. Matching plate glass windows frame the
central entrance which is recessed. The west elevation wall is blank. The east wall has a series of double
steel frame casement windows with multiple lights. The north (rear elevation) has a door (obscured by a
heavy security screen), a bank of steel sash windows with 30 lights to the east of the back door, and a
double set of windows with ten lights to the west of the door. A covered porch entry is also attached to the
west wall of this building. This commercial building leads out to a shared patio with the home and garage.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP6 (Single story commercial building)
*P4. Resources Present: .Building

PSb Photo date: 3 November
201 5

*P6. Date Constructed/Age
and Sources: 194ô with
addition to rear elevation in 1949
(Building permits 6261 and
90349) also 1948 Sanborn Fire
lnsurance Map.

*P7. Owner and Address:
Angelita Rivera
437 E. Olive Avenue
Fresno, CA 93728

*P8. Recorded by:
Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A.
Historic Preservation Project
Manager, CiW of Fresno

*P9. Date Recorded: 9
November 2015

*P10. Survey Type: lntensive

*Pl1. Repo¡t Citation: "Evaluation ol 437 E, Olive (and 431 E. Olive) for the Local Register of Hístoric Resources."

"Attachments: o Buildíng, Structure and Object Fleport; oContinuation Sheet

DPR õ23A (Ue6l rRequlred l¡formatlon
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State ol Calilornla - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECFEATION

CONTINUATION SHEET
Page 3 of 5

*Recorded :Karana

Resource: The Dr. K.J. Staniford Home,437 E, Olive Avenue

M.A. *Date: 5 November 2O16 r Continuation

A one story square bay is located at the southeast corner of the home. This roof on th¡s room is flat with a
wide overhang and boxed cornice. Windows include a fixed picture window flanked by narrow windows of
the pattern found throughout the home. French doors are located on the second story which is located
above (and set back) from this one story (probable) addition.

On the '\Mest" side of the house is a circa 1960 one story 32 x 22 Íool addition of wood and glass which
serves as a parly room for socialevents.

Located on the northwest corner of the parcel is a one story irregular plan "carriage house" with lapped
horizontal wood siding. The building has a very low gable roof with exposed rafter tails with two vedical
boarded "barn" doors on wrought iron hinges.

Carriage house and west additÍon

DPR 523L (l/95) 'Required information
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State of C¡llfo¡nla-The Rcsor¡rcce Agcncy Prfnary #

DEPåRTIIENI OF PÁRKS A¡ID RECREATION IIRI#

BTIILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBIECT RECORI)

83.
*85,
*86.

*NRHP Status Code: 5S2
*Resource Name: The Edwin C, Smitlr/The Dr. K.J. Staniford Home and Lewis lnsurance Agency Otfice

Original Use: Residential/Otfice 84. Present Use: Residential/Tea Room and Vacant
ArchitecturalStyle: Home, Arts and Crafts; Office, late streamline moderne
Construction History: The residence was constructed in 1915. Three rooms were added and an open porch

was enclosed in 1938, ln 1960 a permit was issued for an enclosed patio, presumably the "party'' room on the west
side of the house. The one story office was constructed in 1946 and a20x32 addition was permitted in 1949.

*87. Moved? INo
*88. Related Features: The property is located on the corner of E. Olive and Roosevelt Avenues in what is now a
mixed residential and commercial neighborhood in the Tower DÍstrict,
B9a. Architect: N/A B9b, Builder: The office and addition;contractors Wm. Hopkins and Son

*810. Significance: Theme: Residence Building and Commercial Development Area: Fresno's Tower District
Period of Significance: 1915/1946-1965 Property Type: Arts and Crafts residence; one-part commercial
block Applicable Criteria: i, ii and iii

The one to two story Arts and Crafts style home is located on a .38 acre parcel at the nonhwest corner of
Roosevelt and Olive Avenues. The residence is architecturally distinct, in part due to its complex plan and
orientation and the bow roof on the south bay. The first ownerwas Edwin C. Smith. In 1921 the property
was purchased by Kenneth J. Staniford (1889-1959) and his wife Mary Elizabeth Hixson. Both were
Fresno natives and lived in the home through at least 1947 (Polk Directories). Staniford graduated from
Cooper Medical College (nowthe medical depaftment of Stanford) in 1911 and in 1913 was elected a
member of the Fresno County Health Board. He was commissioned in the Army Medical Corps in 1917
and served as the chief of laboratory seruices at Camp Lewis until April 1919. The Stanifords sold the
home to Nellie Lewis c¡rca 1946 who purchased the home for her son, Besley Arnet Lewis and June
Stockton Lewis. The commercial building on the parcel was constructed for the Lewis' insurance and real
estate business in 1946. The home, associated outbuilding and commercial building have high integrity to
their respective periods of significance and appear to be
eligible for the Local Register of Historic Resources under
Criteria i, ii and iiiwith two separate periods of significance,
1915-1946 and 1946-1965. The home is currently both a
residence as well as a "tea room" which is used for various
community social events.

*812. References: Building permits, City of Fresno; Metroscan
records; "Fresno County, California Biographical Sketches" 1933;
lnformation interview with Joseph Contreras by Natalie
Robertson 5 November 2015; Richard Longstreth, fu-Bgi!.di!æ
of Main Street,2000; Polk Directories 1921-.

"81 4. Evaluator: Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A.
Historic Preseruation Project Manager
Fresno, CA

*Date of Evaluation: 20 November 2015

(ftrls space reseryed for oflÌclal comments.)

oPR 5238 (1/95) rRequired information



Slate of Callfornia -The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

CONTINUATION SHEET
Resource: The Edwin C. Smith/Dr. K.J. Staniford and Lewls lnsurance Office,437 E. Olive

North elevatìon (rea) of former oftice; south elevation of
res¡dence wilh erternal tapered chimney.

M.A. *Date: 5 November 2015 I Continuation

DPR 523L (l/95) *Required information



January 29,2016 
i ;:íi\/trn councilAdoption:

- i j t- t-' Mayor Approval:TO: MAYOR ASHLEY SWEARENGIN Mayor veto:

FRoM: woNNE spENcE, cMc u i ii '3 i-t override Request:

City Clerk

SUBJECT: TRANSMITTAL OF COUNCIL HðiiOruìrO¡IãËPROVAL OR VETO

At the Council meeting of 1128116, Council adopted the attached Resolution No. 2016-16
entitled, Designating the Edwin G. Smith/Dr. K.J. Staniford Home and Lewis Insurance
Agency Office located at 431 and 437 E. Olive Avenue, Fresno, California to the Local
Register of Historic Resources. ltem No. 10 4.M., #4 File lD# 16-058, by the following
vote:

Ayes :

Noes
Absent :

Abstain :

Baines, Brand, Brandau, Olivier, Quintero, Soria, Caprioglio
None
None
None

Please indicate either your formal approval or veto by completing the following sections and
executing and dating your action. Please file the completed memo with the Cierk's office on
or before February 8,2016. ln computing the ten day period required by Charter, the first
day has been excluded and the tenth day has been included unless the 1Oth day is a
Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, in which case it has also been excluded. Failure to file this
memo with the Clerk's office within the required time limit shall constitute approvat of the
ordinance, resolution or action, and it shall take effect without the Mayor's signed approval.

** **** ** ******** ************************* * ******** **** ******

/NO RETURN:

VETOED for the following reasons: (Written objections are required by Charter; attach
additional sheets if necessary.)

COUNCIL OVERRIDE AGTION:

Date:

Ayes
Noes
Absent
Abstain

Date:


