
l\i,rUl! t-;
I øe'

2a JA¡'l 27 PÌt 2:03

û, , ;;-1.,;', i ,'- J. .

Agenda ltem: 5:00 P.M.
Date: Ll30lt4

FRESNO CITY COUNCIL
City of
EEDEIêTTs\|/z-fnE-=i?7¿¿¡r---

Supplemental lnformation Packet

Agenda Related ltems - 5:00 p.m.
Supplemental Packet Date: January 27,20t4

Itemßl

Actions pertaining to the Bus Rapid Transit Project - City Manager's Office
a. Adopt the Bus Rapid Transit Subsequent Environmental Mitigated Negative

Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Supplemental lnformation:
Any agenda related public documents received and distributed to a majority of the City Council after the
Agenda Packet is printed are included in Supplemental Packets. Supplemental Packets are produced as

needed. The Supplemental Packet is available for public inspection in the City Clerk's Office, 2600
Fresno Street, during normal business hours (main location pursuant to the Brown Act, G.C. 54957.5(2).
ln addition, Supplemental Packets are available for public review at the City Council meeting in the City

Council Chambers, 2600 Fresno Street. Supplemental Packets are also available on-line on the City
Clerk's website.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADAI:
The meeting room is accessible to the physically disabled, and the services of a translator can be

made available. Requests for additional accommodations for the disabled, sign language interpreters,
assistive listening devices, or translators should be made one week prior to the meeting. Please call

City Clerk's Office aT627-7650. Please keep the doorways, aisles and wheelchair seating areas open
and accessible. lf you need assistance with seating because of a disability, please see
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City of
tEDErêllSlzz-fflE-=i?7¿¿ñ-- REpORT TO THE CITyCOUNCIL

January 30,2014

FROM:

SUBJEGT:

Bruce A. Rudd, City Manager/Director
Department of Transportation

BUS RAPID TRANSIT SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION AND MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the Subsequent Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program for the proposed project;

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Department of Transportation/Fresno Area Express (FAX) is proposing to construct a Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) project to improve the level of public transportation in the City of Fresno. The project is an
approximately 1S.7-mile BRT line connecting the major north-south corridor (Blackstone Ave.) and a major
east-west corridor (Ventura Ave. and Kings Canyon Rd) to Downtown. ln addition to improving the level of
service, it is anticipated that BRT will encourage redevelopment of underdeveloped parcels and attract infill
transit oriented development along both corridors.

On January 24, 2013, the Fresno City Council approved the original Californian Environmental Quality Act
(CEOA) Mitigated Negative Declaration that included the use of Business Access and Transit (BAT) lanes
along the Ventura/Kings Canyon corridor. While the Mitigated Negative Declaration was approved, there were
concerns expressed regarding the use of the BAT and the loss of on street parking for businesses located
along the corridor. ln order to address this issue an additional analysis was conducted that showed that the
elimination of the BAT lanes would not negatively impact the overall effectiveness of the proposed BRT project.
The elimination of the BAT lanes also required that an additional CEQA analysis be conducted and approved.

BACKGROUND

On January 24,2013, the Fresno City Council approved a CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration related to
FAX's proposed BRT project. At that time the project called for the use of Bus Access and Transit lanes, which
are semi-dedicated bus lanes in which BRT buses would operate. Due to concerns over the impact that BAT
lanes would have on business located along the Ventura/Kings Canyon BRT corridor, staff was directed to
conduct an analysis of removing the BAT lanes and the overall performance of the proposed BRT service. The
analysis showed that removing the BAT lanes would not adversely impact the overalf effectiveness of BRT,
and therefore, were removed from the proposed project. While the BAT lanes have now been removed, the
Council needs to approve the a revised CEQA analysis.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS
On September 5, 2013, the City of Fresno published a Subsequent lnitial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
(Attachment A) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) on the proposed BRT project. A
Notice of Availability was filed with the County Clerk. Agencies and interested parties were mailed copies of the
Subsequent lnitial Study and Notice of Availability. Written comments on the lnitial Study were due on
September 25,2013.

The Subsequent IS/MND found that all potential significant environmental effects of the proposed project could
be mitigated. One new significant impact was identified as a result of changes to the project. This potentially
significant traffic impact would occur at the intersection of Kings Canyon Road and Maple Avenue in the PM
peak hour. This impact was mitigated to less than significant with the addition of mitigation measures related to
signal timing and restriping (Mitigation Measure TRAF 4). The mitigation measures described in the
Subsequent Mitigated Negative Declaration have been added to the project. These mitigation measures will
reduce the potentially significant effects identified in the Subsequent lnitial Study to a less than significant level.
A Mitigation Monitoring and Repoding Program was developed to assure adherence to the mitigation
measures.

Approval of the environmental analysis does not pre-determine the configuration of the final project but allows
for maximum flexibility in determining the final design of the project. Staff will submit a Categorical Exclusion
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).

Findinq

ln accordance with the City of Fresno policies regarding implementation of CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines,
the City conducted an lnitial Study to determine whether implementation of the Fresno BRT project may have a
significant effect on the environment. On the basis of that study, the City hereby finds:

That although the Fresno BRT project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described below
have been added to the project. These mitigation measures will reduce the potentially
significant effects identified in the lnitial Study fo a /ess than significant level.

Mitigation measures are identified in the Draft Subsequent IS/MND circulated September 5, 2013 and in the
MND dated September 26, 2013. These mitigation measures are included in the Subsequent Mitigated
Negative Declaration and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program will be required as part of the
design and construction of the Fresno BRT to be identified by the Council. Mitigation measures address
historic resources, hazardous materials, tree protection, and traffic.

Public Comment on the lnitial Study

One comment letter was received from the California Department of Transportation (Attachment C).

Mitigation Monitoring and Repoñing Program

A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (Attachment B) was developed to ensure compliance with
mitigation measures proposed in the lnitial Study for the project to be adopted by the City of Fresno.
lmplementation of the Mitigation Measures ensures that the proposed project will not have a significant effect
on the environment because the mitigation measures that have been prepared will reduce the potential
environmental effects to a less{han-significant level. All of the mitigation measures included in the
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Subsequent Mitigated Negative Declaration are addressed in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan
which includes responsibilities; monitoring procedures; reporting requirements; and method and timing of
monitoring.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no impact to the General Fund from this action. This contract is funded with grant funds provided by
the Federal Transit Administration and Galifornia Proposition 18. Operating costs will be provided for the first
three years through a Congestion and Mitigation Air Quality Grant. Adequate funding sources have been
identified to sustain the operational expense of the proposed BRT service once the CMAQ grant expires.

Attachments: lnitial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
Mitigation Monitoring and RepoÉing Program
Comment Letter from Caltrans
The Final Transportation Studies as well as the Environmental Data Resources Report are
available on the City's website at:
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Attachment C - Comment Letter from Caltrans
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l'.let -vout po*'er!
Be energi elJìcient!

September 25,2A13
2131-IGRICEQA

6-F'ITE-GEN
SUBSEQ{JËNT DRAFT ibrrlAr- STUÐY/

PROPÛSEÐ h{ITIGATEÐ NEGATIVE ÐECLAR.ATTON
FRÐSNO BUS RAP]D TR,{NSI? FRÛJECT

Mr, John Downs
Transportation Plaffi ing Managet
2223 G Street
Fresnoo CA 93706

Ðear Mr. Ðowns:

We have completed oru r"evier,v of the Sribsequent Ðraft lnitial Study/Proposed Mitigated
Negafive Declaration (IS/MNL!) ftrr the Fresnc Bus Rapicl Trmsit (BRT) Projeet. The proposed

project is an approxirnatetry 15.7¿nile bus rapid transit líne connecting the major north-south
corridor {Blackstone Avenue) and a rnajor oâst-vrôst cortidor (Ventnra Avenue and Kings
Canyon Road) in the City of Fresno" The BRT vehicles would cperate in rnixed-flow Nraffic

lanes and queue jump lanes at tatget intersectíons aud would be conslructed entírely witlein tire
existing public right-oÈway. Caltralrs has the ft11owing cornments:

This project describes the development process of the Ciry of Fres*o's ploposed BRT. Caltrans

supports the collaborative effort with the City of Fresno tt furttrrer enh¿nce the Blackstone
Avenue, Ventura Avenue and Kings Canyon Road with a rapid üansportation system. Sìnce

Caltrans has jurisdictian of State Routes {SR) 4L,99, and 18û, the proposed ploject may create

impacts to the State Highway System (SHS). The City of Ftesno may want to considel proposing

a Trairsportation Nlanagen-rent Flan (TMP) to assist in allevìating or minirnizing work related

haffie delays in the proposed areas. Furihelmore, the City of Fresûo may want to consider all
other modes of transit connectivity to all potential local transit prcviders and examíne theit lerute

connections to thc proposed BRT.

The IS/MND c<¡ncludes that a CEQA based EIR is not requirecl becarlse lhe preparation cf the

MNÐ is apprcpriate. However, the investment of fecieral funding has been sec¡-lred to deiiver the
ploject development of the City of Fresno's Btr{"T. The involven:ent cf federal dollars brings to

mind Executive trcier 12898, Federai Actions to Address Enviror:mental Justice in Minority
Populations and Lcw-Tnoorne Populations (February 11, 1994)" The Mitigafed Negative

Declaration cculd be strengttrrened if the dccument insluded a section on Envirorunental Jr¡stice

and in particular addresses the question of enviroruaental justice com¡nunities being able to
atïold access to and rn*bility ï:), way *f bus rapid transit.

"Cahrans imprÕvíls ntol>ilily across CaliJ'omin"
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Include a descripticn of lrow the praposed Bus Rapid Transit Projeet will connect to tlie future
liigh-Speed Rail Station in the downtown Fresno area under the foliowing sections:

o Project Ðescription
Evaluation of Ënvitonmental trmpacis - Transportation and Traffic

It should also be roentioned that currentXy Caltraus st¿ffand CiSr of Fresno staffare working
together on the Transit Signal Priority {TSP} aiong the Blackstone Averu¡e corridor tirning issues
and on the permit process.

If you have any questions or çoncorns regarding these collaborative cornmonts, please feel free to
oontact me at (559) 488-7307 or via email

AN-SANCHEZ
ion Planning
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