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FAC’s mission is to  
‘enrich people’s lives through the arts’.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Fresno Arts Council was established 1979 by local artists and art organizations who wished to create a voice for the arts in the Central Valley. 
In 1980 we were named as the local partner to the California Arts Council by resolution the of the Fresno County Board of Supervisors who then named us as the County’s arts agency and; 
In December of 1989 by memorandum of understanding we became the City of Fresno’s  designated arts agency.  

In this capacity we pursue our mission: as an advocate, supporter, promoter and presenter of the Arts.  
 
We provide art for the Counties website; curate and install a monthly art exhibit here at City Hall, provide a place for the 1,864 members of the fresnoarts.net community (our on line networking site) to exchange information and ideas. And  use our Facebook, twitter and monthly E- blasts to promote local arts happenings. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arts in Education is a corner stone of our activities because it  increases positive outcomes for students and helps us grow future patrons of the arts. 

As a partner with the California Alliance for Arts in Education we advocate for increased funding for art in the schools locally and at the state level. 

The Arts Council  in partnership with Fresno Unified School District and the Fresno County Office Education has developed a training manual and program to prepare practicing artists to work in the schools.  Our training consists of lesson plan development in alignment with state Visual and performing arts standards and National Common Core Curriculum along with classroom management technique.  



Fresno’s Poet Laureate 
James Tyner 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Closely aligned with arts in education is our Poet Laureate program adopted by your Council in November of 2012. 
The act of naming a poet Laureate has provided Fresno with the kind of National press we can be proud of .  This project developed and supported by the Arts Council was reported in New York Times and Boston NPR, it was great to see this positive national press.   
In completing his first year of his two year term of service James had made over 70 public presentations to school children and adults throughout Fresno County. 



Art in Public Places 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2004 The Fresno Arts Council formed a partnership with the City of Fresno to administer its Public Art Program. 

The Arts Council  meets with appropriate City Departments to review capital improvement or new projects where public art is appropriate.  

When enlisted  we send out the Call to artists, or develop the RFP, screen the applicants, and with input from the City, property owners, and or panel of jurors, select the art to be installed.

We also field calls from local developers who want to install public art pieces and provide them with guidance or manage the artist selection process for them.  

Our mural policy adopted by both the City and County of Fresno, resides on our web site and is a tool referred to by local artists and property owners to establish a contract for the installation of a mural.  

We have participated in the Maintenance of Public art by seeking the fund to make the repair and or identifying the appropriate artist who can do the required work while maintaining the integrity of the piece.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arthop  is  a Family friendly event that consistently brings hundreds of people downtown after 5p.m. 

The Arts in general are one of the strongest attractions to downtown this city has therefore worthy of your notice.   

Art hop has led the way to a multitude of other activities and keeps growing, a unique community event that features drop-in visits by the general public to 56 Fresno art galleries, studios and business venues  on the first and third Thursday evening of every month. 

In 2013 Sanger and Clovis were added as Arthop destinations on there own nights.  

Arthop has an estimated average visitor count of 500 people per night.  

As an information and referral center for the general public seeking information about art and artists the Council is busy. 
  
Our annual Horizon Awards: recognizes Fresno artists and arts organizations for their outstanding achievements and services to the arts.

In our downtown Gallery we showcase individual artists and unique art offerings by children, youth and social service groups insuring a place for every one.   






The Economic Impact of the 
Nonprofit Arts And Culture 
Industry in Fresno County  

Non- Profit arts and culture industry in Fresno 
County  generates $119.7 million in local 
economic activity.   
 
• $55.2million  in spending by nonprofit arts 

and culture organizations . 
 
• Additional $64.5 million in event –related 

spending  by their audiences. 
 

• The arts support 2,725 full-time  
equivalent jobs, generate $61.3 million in 
household income to local residents, and 
delivers $11.4 million in local and state 
government revenue.   

 

When we support the arts we not only 
enhance our quality of life, but we also 
invest in Fresno’s Economic well being.   
 
2007 Arts & Economic Prosperity III/Americans for the Arts 

 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With all of this activity it is important to take a look at the financial benefit of it all.  This is cumulative data based on all community Arts programs through out Fresno County but we know that most of the activity is in Fresno proper. 

The Non- Profit arts and culture industry in Fresno County  generates $119.7 million in local economic activity.  

$55.2million  in spending by nonprofit arts and culture organizations .

 and an Additional $64.5 million in event –related spending  by their audiences.

The arts support 2,725 full-time  equivalent jobs, generate $61.3 million in household income to local residents, and delivers $11.4 million in local and state government revenue.  

When we support the arts we not only enhance our quality of life, but we also invest in Fresno’s Economic well being.  

2007 Arts & Economic Prosperity III/Americans for the Arts




TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Local Arts Agencies in the 10 Largest California Cities:  2013 

Estimates reported to Americans for the Arts a national organization 

City Rank Population 2013 Arts Council Operating budget 

Los Angeles 1 3,792,621 
$40,900,000 

  

San Diego 2 1,307,402 $7,900,000 

San Jose 3 945,942 $7,892,886 

San Francisco 4 805,235 $71,418,202 

Fresno 5 494,665 
$ 111,000 

Sacramento 6 466,488 
$1,125,000 

Long Beach 7 462,257 
763,000 

Oakland 8 390,724 
$1,928,535 

Bakersfield 9 347,483 
$100,000 

Anaheim 10 336,265 
$45,549 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some other numbers I would like you to consider are the level of financial support that currently goes into supporting all of this activity.  

I have the 10 largest cities in California and the operating budgets of their Arts Council.  You can see where we are comparatively.  

Historically the Arts Council re-granted $200,000 to arts organizations through the Community Enrichment Program.  That was over and above our operating cost.   Those funds are no longer available, in your packets is a list of the organizations we used to support.  Those grants while small made a big difference. 

The economic gains in the prior slide were from a 2007 report when we were investing in our arts program.  We have not done a recent study but when you don’t plant seed you can’t expect the same yield.  



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Jose,_CA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresno,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacramento,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Beach,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oakland,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bakersfield,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaheim,_California


“The arts are the best insurance policy a city can 
take on itself.” 
–Woody Dumas, former Mayor of Baton Rouge 
 
“The value a city places on its arts and cultural 
community often parallels its dedication to 
creativity, expression, and diversity.” 
- Bart Peterson, Former Mayor Indianapolis 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I wanted to leave you with these thoughts.  

Great societies are recognized through their arts I believe great cities are too.  



Thank You  
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