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• Air Quality Trends 
– Valley’s Historic Achievement 

• Drought Impact on Air Quality 
• Upcoming Priorities 

– New Streamlined Approach to CEQA 
– New Federal Mandates 
– Neighborhood-by-Neighborhood Air Quality 

Data for Valley Residents 
– Transition from School Flag Program to RAAN 
– Additional Wood-burning Restrictions 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amazing given short while ago extreme…
Explain design value measure by law of how close to attaining



• Zero 1-hour Ozone violations in 2013 
– First time in recorded history 

• Valley now meets the standard for the mandated 
three year period (2011 – 2013) 

• First and only region in nation to go from “Extreme” 
to attaining the standard 

• Despite strings of triple-digit temperatures and 
wildfires, 2013 cleanest year on record: 
– 1996: 281 hours over the standard 
– 2012: 7 hours over the standard 
– 2013: 0 hours over the standard 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In particularly, Northern and Central



• Strong and persistent high pressure ridge over 
California in winter of 2013/14 

• Essentially no rain, November-January 
• 2013 was the third year of drought conditions  
• 2013 was the driest year in 119 years in California 

(since records have been kept) 
• Drought Emergency Proclamation by Governor 
• Extreme weather conditions led to poor air quality 

throughout California 
• These historic abnormal conditions are not 

considered “exceptional events” by EPA 
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• Expedited permitting and registration of temporary 
equipment for farmers and water districts 

• Voluntary Emissions Reduction Agreements to 
mitigate air impacts and streamline CEQA 

• Support CEQA Waivers (where air impacts mitigated 
and projects comply with air regulations) 

• Work with ag to develop and streamline approval of  
less water-intensive dust control measures 

• Provide direct support and consultation for farmers and 
water districts to find air-friendly and cost-effective 
solutions to address water supply needs 

• Explore potential regulatory changes to accommodate 
emergency response 
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• Lead Agencies are required to request input 
from Responsible and Commenting Agencies  

• District receives requests for comments from 8 
Counties, 59 Cities, and other Lead Agencies 

• Over 2,800 requests received in 2006 
• Over 1,500 requests received in 2013 
• Over 7,000 hours spent addressing these 

requests 
• Activity expected to increase 

District as CEQA Commenting Agency 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Under CEQA, as a commenting agency, the District receive requests for comments from multiple agencies such as Cities and Counties from our region but also from other agencies such as School Districts, water Districts,  DOGGR the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources.

Under theses circumstances, last years the District received over 1500 requests for comments.
The work of approximately 3 ½ full time employees was required to address these requests for comments.

These numbers are already quiet considerable but are expected to grow even more as the economy improves.  
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• Programmatic approach in lieu of case by case 
commenting – partnership with Lead Agencies 
– Develop source category specific templates 
– Templates with project design elements, applicable rules 
– Incorporated upfront  by Lead Agency 
– District to provide online tools to assist Lead Agencies 

and project proponents 
– Memorandum Of Understanding with Lead Agencies 

• Use on projects with non-significant impacts 
– Provide project-specific comments on projects with 

potentially significant impacts 
– Maintain current commenting approach with Lead 

Agencies that choose not to sign MOU 

New CEQA Streamlining Approach 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The District is known for its determination to continuously improve its process and better serve the community.

To offer an even better service to project proponents and to the community, and to improve the overall effectiveness when commenting on projects under CEQA, a new programmatic approach is been proposed for your approval.

CEQA comments made by the District are the most effective when they are received at the early stage of the development and result in project improvement in the form of better project design elements, incorporation of additional mitigation measures, or other measures.

Therefore, the proposed programmatic approach consists of developing a partnership type relation with Lead agencies that would be based 
   - on developing a new comprehensive web-based set of tools and templates available to lead agencies
   - on providing training support on how to use the tools
   - on setting periodic meetings with agencies, 

With this new approach, Lead agencies will be able to address CEQA air quality related requirements early in their approval process.

As a result, it will be possible for project proponents to incorporate projects designs elements and other mitigation measures at the early stage, and in fine  this will result in better development project with reduced impacts on air quality .

To measure the overall performance and effectiveness of the new approach ongoing reporting system will be develop in cooperation with agencies.

And finally to formalize this new approach, MOU will be developed in collaboration with lead agencies and will be executed with agencies that wish to subscribe to this programmatic approach
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• Improve efficiency and expedite processing time 
for the District and Lead Agencies 

• Improve effectiveness of incorporating clean air 
elements in project design  

• Enhanced communication 
– On-going collaborative meetings with Lead Agencies 
– Comprehensive web-based assistance 

• Improved project design through early selection 
of project design elements, mitigation options 

• If approved by your Board, will measure 
effectiveness of the programmatic approach and 
provide updates 

Benefits of Programmatic Approach 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the tools that will be made available, Lead Agencies will be able to sort development projects with non-significant impacts on air quality and to identify requirements in term of Air quality.  In this case, Lead agencies will be able to incorporate such air quality recommendations at the early stage of their approval process.

Under the same approach, for projects identified as having potential significant impacts on air quality,  the Agency will continue to send their requests fro comment to the District, and the District will continue to provide Lead agencies with project specific comments.

The District will also maintain the current approach as a commenting agency under CEQA for those agencies that decide to not sign the MOU.
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Implementation – Action Plan 

Fall 2014 Workshops 

Winter 2014/ 
Spring 2015 

Develop Category Specific 
Templates 

Spring 2015/ 
Summer 2015 Develop MOUs 

Summer 2015 Execute MOUs 

Fall 2015 Start periodic collaborative 
meetings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If approved by your board, this new programmatic approach will be implemented over the next 18 months starting in the fall of this year.

1st the District will hold series of workshops with lead agencies to explain the proposed process and assess the interest in this approach
Then the District will develop the tools necessary to implement the programmatic approach
Finally next year the District would develop MOUs and execute these MOUs with agencies to that decide to use this proposed programmatic and streamlined approach.
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Stationary & Area Sources  

Other Off-road, including Trains 
Off-Road Equipment  

Farm Equipment  

Passenger Vehicles  

Heavy Duty Trucks 

Attainment –  
1997 standard  

Attainment –  
2008 standard 

Mobile 
Sources 

NOx, 2007  



• Neighborhood-by-Neighborhood Air Quality 
Data for Valley Residents 

• Transition from School Flag Program to 
RAAN 

• Additional Wood-burning Restrictions 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amazing given short while ago extreme…
Explain design value measure by law of how close to attaining
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