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Fresno, California  May 30, 2008 
 

The City Council met in special session at the hour of 2:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, City Hall, on the day above 
written, to consider the FY 2009 City of Fresno Budget. 
 
Present: Brian Calhoun    Councilmember 

Paul Caprioglio   Councilmember 
Mike Dages   Councilmember 
Jerry Duncan   Councilmember 
Henry Perea   Councilmember 
Cynthia Sterling   Acting Council President 
Blong Xiong   Council President 

 
Andy Souza, City Manager 
Bruce Rudd, Assistant City Manager 
James Sanchez, City Attorney 
Becky Klisch, City Clerk 
Yolanda Salazar, Assistant City Clerk 
 

City Manager Souza gave the invocation and President Xiong led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
(2:30 P.M.)   FY 2008-20089 BUDGET CONSIDERATION 
 
1.  CITY ATTORNEY=S OFFICE 
2.  CITY CLERK=S OFFICE 
3.  PERSONNEL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
4.  TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 
5.  FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
6.  PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 
 

President Xiong and City Attorney Sanchez clarified issues relative to the meeting time change and process that would 
be followed, and Councilmembers Calhoun and Sterling commented briefly on the budget as presented and commended Mayor 
Autry for his leadership along with the administration and staff for their work in presenting a balanced budget. 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 
 

PUD Director Ramirez acknowledged the passing of Sewer Maintenance Manager James Wilson and called for a 
Moment of Silence in his memory. 
 

Mr. Ramirez gave a PowerPoint presentation on his department=s budget which included the Mission Statement, 
Service Activities, FY 2008 Accomplishments, FY 2009 Goals, Challenges, Budget Highlights, Operating Budget Expenses, 
Use of Budgeted Funds, Operating Expense Budget, FY 2009 Pro Forma, Department Organizational Chart, Utility Rate 
Comparison, and Major Capital Projects/5-Year (2009-2013) Outlook. 
 

Mr. Ramirez responded to questions of Councilmember Perea relative to the aging infrastructure including 
maintenance, most recent upgrades, impact on current downtown revitalization projects/efforts, communication with the 
planning & development department, and expected increased capacity and if it was included in the budget. 
 

Councilmember Duncan stated he was still receiving a lot of calls that were not good from people who have interacted 
with the Agarbage police@, stated some older citizens are Ascared to death@ with the way this matter is being handled and 
questioned if the city was now at a time where it did not have to be quite so pro-active and could be more re-active in 
responding to complaints, and stated he felt the city was going a little too far and expanded further. 
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MOTION - Duncan/Dages - Suspend Agarbage police@ activities until the department develops better solutions to the 
garbage/waste contamination problem and communication/outreach to customers. 
 

Councilmember Calhoun commended the department for its= aggressive work, its efforts in meeting the city=s growth 
needs, and the good things he saw in the budget, and spoke to the community of Herndon Town in his district and upon his 
request Mr. Ramirez explained Herndon Town=s water system issue and the city=s efforts and their work with the community, 
District 2's office, and the California Department of Health Services to identify sources of funding for a new water and/or sewer 
system. 
 

Mr. Ramirez, Assistant PUD Director/Wastewater Manager Hogg and Mr. Souza responded to questions of Acting 
President  Sterling, President Xiong and Councilmember Duncan relative to whether the budget provided adequate funding for 
staffing, what the top three needs were and if they were included, multi-year projects/status/implementation, the proposed 
Water District including funding and status, status of multi-family recycling, the K-12 recycling program and staffing, truck 
maneuvering in high density neighborhoods, sewer maintenance standards, the purchase of a water truck for Leaky Acres and 
why an asphalt street was not an option, private wells including mitigation efforts and expenses, the PG&E settlement charge, 
the utility rate increase including outreach efforts to the various ethnicities on available programs/assistance, expected capital 
expenditure in FY 2009, the $185 million amount for construction projects, and if utility rates would not have to be raised as high 
as planned if prevailing wage was not paid on those construction projects.     There was no further discussion. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - FAX 
 

Transportation Director Hamm gave a PowerPoint presentation on his department=s budget which included a 
Department Overview, Operating Revenue, Operating Expenses, FY 2008 Highlights (2 - 0), FY 2009 Significant Programs 
and Initiatives, and Future Challenges. 
 

Extensive discussion ensued with Mr. Hamm, ACM Rudd, ATU representative Steitz, Operations Manager Huss and 
Revenue Manager Reams responding at length to numerous questions, comments and/or concerns of Councilmembers 
Calhoun, Dages, Sterling, Perea and Duncan relative the Willow/International bus route including concern with subsidizing and 
low ridership, need for transit service in the developed Fig Garden area, fare box recovery, the huge increase in paratransit 
funding, concern with perception of Aeasy door-to-door delivery business@, concern with seeing almost empty Handy Ride 
vehicles and need to be more efficient, the proposed street car and funding source, issues related to older taxi cabs, support for 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), the 15-minute route plans, the tremendous growth in the southeast area and bus service demand, 
concern with lack of service and need to expand,  what can be done today to start expansion, the economy and lifestyle 
changes and if staff looked into Park-N-Rides as suggested last year by Councilmember Westerlund, lack of complaints on bus 
drivers and commendation to drivers, if the budget provided adequate staffing, top three needs, multi-year projects and 
implementation, status of bus service west of Freeway 99, MV productivity and relationship, current number of paratransit 
buses, status of alternative fuel vehicles and number retrofitted, the vision of transportation and what investments were being 
made for the future, additional questions on BRT including time line, cost versus traditional routes, necessary vehicles, if BRT 
could start using existing vehicles, if a written plan was in place, (3 - 0) BRT being doable if made a priority, the aging 
workforce and training availability, police officers on buses, procedure if drivers are attacked, the commuter van program and 
staff changes, the increase in fuel prices and concern for taxi operators, if any taxi rate adjustments have been made, the CPI, 
if a fuel/fare formula has been considered, concern with businesses being unable to recoup their costs, the city=s bus system 
being very inadequate for a city this size, the substantial amount of resources needed to expand service, the upcoming 
transportation study, and hope that the administration makes expanded bus service a priority.  There was no further discussion. 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY=S OFFICE 
 

City Attorney Sanchez gave a PowerPoint presentation on his department=s budget which included an Organizational 
Chart, Budget Considerations and Best Practices to Fulfill the Department=s Mission, Office Staffing, Revenue and Expenditure 
Status as of 5/21/08, Comparison of In-House vs. Outside Cases, FY 2008 Highlights/Accomplishments, Unit 
Accomplishments, and FY 2009 Challenges.  Councilmember Dages complimented Mr. Sanchez and his staff for all their work 
and assistance.  
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Mr. Sanchez responded to questions and comments of Councilmembers Sterling and Duncan relative to whether the 
budget provided adequate staffing, what the top three needs were and if they were included, multi-year 
projects/status/implementation, outside counsel costs, concern with lack of success in dealing with environmental issues, i.e., 
the recent Armenian Town case, and request for a written memo to Council on what needs to change to prevail in those cases. 
 President Xiong thanked Mr. Sanchez and staff for all their work and there was no further discussion. 
 
 
CITY CLERK=S OFFICE 
 

City Clerk Klisch gave a PowerPoint presentation on her department=s budget which included a Mission Statement, 
Organizational Chart, Multi-Year Projects, Current Staffing & Duties, Unique Specialized Services Provided, and Conclusion. 
 
MOTION - Duncan/Dages - Approve the City Clerk budget. 
 

Ms. Klisch responded briefly to questions of Acting President Sterling relative to adequacy of staffing and the 
department=s top three needs.  There was no further discussion. 
 
 
PERSONNEL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

Not held. 
 

Budget consideration was continued to Thursday, June 5, 2008, at 8:30 a.m. 
 
 - - - - 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business to bring before the City Council, the hour of 4:49 p.m. having arrived and hearing no 
objection, President Xiong declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
Approved on the ___10th________day of_________June________________, 2008. 
 
 
______________/s/____________________________ATTEST:_____________________/s/___________________________ 
Blong Xiong, Council President                                                            Yolanda Salazar, Assistant City Clerk 
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